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What Is Revelation About?

Who Wrote Revelation?

Where Was Revelation Written?

When Was Revelation Written?

To Whom and Why Was Revelation Written?
What Style of Literature Is Revelation?

1. Letter

2. Apocalyptic
3. Prophecy

What Are the Major Approaches to Interpreting Revelation?
1. Preterist

2. Futurist

3. Idealist

4. Combination/Eclectic

5

. Historicist
How Can Symbols Be Understood in Revelation?

What Is the Overall Structure and Content of Revelation?



GREVELATIONO

What Are the Life Lessons of Revelation?

Valley Church Statement of Faith

Christ’s Return: We believe in the personal, bodily, and glorious return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The
coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope,
motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service, and energetic mission.

Response and Eternal Destiny: We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the
gospel by turning to Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise
the dead bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal conscious
punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the new heaven and the new
earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen.
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Figure 1The Seven Churches of Revelation
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Studying Revelation

Major on the majors! Revelation is a powerful book,
but it has been variously interpreted throughout the

ages. At Valley Church, we always “major on the majors,”
so we always respect and love each other, even if we don’t
always agree on the secondary details. The ancient
creeds of the historic church focused on the very big
picture. “Jesus Christ will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.” That’s the big picture. But what about exact
meanings, timelines, chronology, symbolic vs literal
understandings, structure of the book, millennial views,
and connection to history and current events? Those are
secondary matters. They are all interesting, for sure. But
we need to remember that Christians have been studying
this book for 2000 years and still don’t agree on the
details. It’s an amazing book, especially as we focus on
the major themes and truths about which the church has
believed and taught for 2000 years. God is in control.
We are called to have great hope, love, and faithfulness.
We are not called to fear but faith. That’s why the subtitle
of the series is “Fearless and Faithful.”

Know your audience. Our church is made up of
people from many backgrounds when it comes to the
Book of Revelation. Some are excited for our series.
Some have neglected the book. Others have been
subjected to strange, extreme, or fanatical teaching in
their past. Some spiritual explorers have never opened
the book. Many are more familiar with popular fiction
books and movies than the actual Book of Revelation
itself. And there are believers from a wide variety of
interpretive backgrounds. So, be humble. Be sensitive.
Don’t push one, narrow view or disrespect others. And
realize that our church is represented by a wide array of
perspectives.

Keep your finger on the text. Make sure that we
keep our eyes on the biblical text itself, and not on books,
teachers, movies, ideas, rumors, political views, current
events, etc. There’s been an unfortunate development in
America in the last 50 years or so. Many Bible teachers
have taught an approach to Revelation that has “the Bible
in one hand and the current news feed in the other
hand.” So, their focus becomes trying to figure out how
to draw lines between Revelation and the latest news
development. While the Book of Revelation certainly has
practical application to our situations and times, we need
to remember the original context of the book. It is
specifically written to “the seven churches that are in
Asia.” These were historical, actual churches in the first
century. So, whatever we teach needs to be in line with
the original meaning of the text, not the latest “spin” from
the 215t century. So, our focus will not be on “what’s new
or who’s who?” but on “what’s always been true?”

Avoid speculation. It’s not the Book of Speculation.
It’s the Book of Revelation. We are bound to what God
has actually written in the Bible. So, we avoid voicing
merely personal opinions or commentary on
contemporary happenings. The Book of Revelation is
intensely practical and hope-filled. So, it certainly has
application to our daily lives in 2022. But we want to
avoid needless, speculative conversations on secondary
matters. Keep the main thing the main thing.

Humility, humility, humility. Always have a gentle
and humble heart. We don’t have all the answers. As one
mentor of mind said: “When we all get to heaven, we will
discover that we have been wrong about many things.”
That’s wise counsel. Stick to the timeless truths and
gospel-centered message. Verse 1 of Revelation says it’s
“a revelation of Jesus Christ.” It’s all about Jesus! Let’s
keep your eyes fixed on Jesus.



	Digging_Deeper_3.28.22
	Revelation - Bible Project overview
	Studying Revelation handout_3.28.22

