
 
  
 
Understanding the Scriptures 
 
Three teachers 
 

1. Holy Spirit enlightenment 
 

2. Disciplined study of the Word 
 

3. Teaching of the church through the ages 
 
 

Three principles 
 

1. The natural sense 
 

2. The original sense 
 

3. The general sense 
 
 
Understanding Revelation’s Symbolism 
 
Basics to keep in mind 
 

1. Major on the majors 
 

2. Keep your finger on the text 
 

3. Avoid speculation 
 

4. Humility, humility, humility 
 
 
Approaches to understanding symbols, and numbers, and signs 
 

1. Overarching approach 
 

2. Revelation is a letter, Christian prophecy, and an apocalypse (genre) 
 

3. Guidelines for reading Revelation 
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4. Different interpretive approaches influence understanding 
 
Preterist 
 
Historicist 
 
Futurist 
 
Idealist 
 

 
Imagery in the Book of Revelation 
 
 
Examples of Symbols, Numbers and Signs 
 

1. Symbols interpreted in Revelation 
 

2. Symbolism of colors and numbers in Revelation 
 

3. Figures of speech in Revelation 
 

 

Valley Church Statement of Faith 

Christ’s Return: We believe in the personal, bodily, and glorious return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, 

motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service, and energetic mission. 
 

Response and Eternal Destiny: We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the 
gospel by turning to Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise 

the dead bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal conscious 
punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the new heaven and the new 

earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Miss the last Digging Deeper? Catch up here!   valley.church/revelationarchive

UPCOMING DATES for Digging Deeper in Revelation 
 
Monday, May 16  topic TBD 
 
Monday, June 6  The 7 Churches of Revelation  

guest speaker: Dr. Kenneth Cuffey, President, Urbana Theological Seminary 
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