Leader Announcements September 10, 2025: Cake Night

Hello middle school volunteers! Welcome to the middle school volunteer
announcements for our first Wednesday of the school year, September 10, 2025.
Thank you for checking in.

These announcements will be here every week so that you know what's going on,
what's coming up, so that you have all the information you need, so that you can
walk into the room confident on Wednesday nights, ready to serve. And I want to
help you win. I want you to be able to get the most out of your time serving in
middle school ministry. So thank you for checking in.

The theme this Wednesday is Cake Night.

We will start with game time.
e Sixth graders will play dodgeball on one side of the gym.
e Seventh grade will play Nuke Em on the other side of the gym.
e And eighth graders will be in the cafe for a game out there.

After that, we will all gather as a large group in the cafe for announcements and
teaching. I will do the teaching this week and then we will split.

Girls will go outside to the pavilion to grab cake and boys will be in the gym to
take attendance. Seventh and eighth grade groups, you will take attendance as you
normally do on your phone. Sixth graders, we do not yet have small groups formed
yet. And so we'll just have a roster of all the sixth grade students on a clipboard.
And you can take attendance of sixth graders on the clipboard. After that, we'll
switch and boys will go outside for cake and the girls will be in the gym for
attendance.

The cake is from Costco. There will be chocolate and vanilla cake. There will also
be a gluten-free, dairy-free option available.

As I mentioned, sixth graders, we have not yet set our small groups. We are going
to wait and gather more information to see which sixth grade students show up this



Wednesday night. And then we will form sixth grade small groups next Wednesday
on September 17th. That's when you'll know who is in your group and who your
co-leaders are.

And then at the end of the night, we will close with worship through music. Joel
and Summer LeLaCheur will be leading worship for our middle schoolers every
other week this year. And then on the opposite weeks, we have Jake and Lacey
Ferrell leading worship for us. So thanks to the LeLaCheurs and Ferrells for
stepping up in that regard.

Just a couple of random things:

e [ am going to attach a document that lists all of the middle school
Wednesday night volunteers. I thought it would just be good for you to see
everybody who's involved. You might notice some names on the list that you
did not know or were unexpected. We've got an amazing volunteer team this
year.

e [ also want you to know that we are here for you. Rachel and I, one of our
primary roles is to help you succeed as volunteers in middle school ministry.
So let us know if you need anything. We also have Darren Stevenson on
staff. He's going to specifically focus on providing some care and support for
our male volunteers. We also are grateful for our logistics team. They're here
to help work behind the scenes on Wednesday nights to free up our small
group leaders to really focus on building relationships with middle
schoolers.

e [ want to remind you that our fall retreat is coming up September 19 through
21. And we highly value volunteer participation at the fall retreat. If you
want to go, [ will pay for you to attend. There is a sign-up link on the
volunteer announcements webpage.

And finally, I want to close with some encouragement from this how to win as a
middle school volunteer document. If ever you're feeling lost and need some
guidance, this can help clarify what you're here for and how you can win as a
volunteer.


https://valley.church/event/middle-school-fall-retreat/

e Under the section titled, "Never forget," [ want you all to know that or
remind you that middle schoolers are goofy and developing, but they're
incredibly moldable and shapeable.

e And number two, this is a profound time in students' lives. You can make a
huge difference in a few short years!

That's why I feel passionate about middle school ministry. It's one of the main
reasons I've been in this role at Valley Church for 12 plus years. And I'm grateful
for you to come alongside us and to come alongside middle schoolers during this
important developmental time in their lives. May God bless you this year. May
God work through you and may God work in you as you serve. Thanks for all you
do and we'll see you this Wednesday night. Thank you. Thank you.



