Leader Announcements January 14

Hey middle school volunteers, these are the volunteer announcements for
Wednesday, January 14, 2026. Are you used to saying 2026 yet?

Teaching Topic

Warren Erickson is going to teach this Wednesday night. It is week two of
our series about spiritual battles and putting on the armor of God. A couple
other things happening this Wednesday night.

Baptism Sunday: February 22

The first one is we're going to have an explore baptism gathering after our
Wednesday night program. For any students who are interested in getting
baptized, the next baptism Sunday is coming up real soon on Sunday,
February 22nd. So we'll have some explore baptism gatherings on
Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings over the next few weeks for any
kids who are interested in learning more about being baptized.

Winter Blast: January 23-25

Also this Wednesday, January 14 is the early bird RSVP deadline for
Winter Blast. So kids can save $20 on the registration cost by registering
before midnight this Wednesday. And then this Sunday, January 18 is the
final RSVP deadline for Winter Blast. And if you are attending Winter Blast,
we're going to pay for all of your expenses to go. We so highly value
volunteers being there for this retreat. If you have not RSVP'd for Winter
Blast and you want to go, please do so at the church events page.
Reminder that Winter Blast is January 23rd, 24th, and 25th. Greg Speck,
who also was the speaker at Blitz, is going to be our weekend speaker at
Winter Blast. And Stonebridge Church is going to be leading worship for us.
They're out of Cedar Rapids, lowa. They are the band in the past who has
had the electric guitar player named Daniel, who has become somewhat of
a legend in middle school ministry. Perhaps you have heard of him. | do not
know if Daniel will be there himself this year, but regardless, it's going to be
great worship as well.



February: Heart To Heart Series

Coming up in the month of February, we're going to have our Heart to Heart
series on love, sex, dating, and relationships. God created all of those
things, and so we want students to know what God thinks of those things
and how students can live in those areas of their lives in a way that honors
God. If we do not address those things at church, it sends a message that
God does not care about those things, and it is not okay to talk about them
at church. And of course, that is not the kind of message that | want to be
sending to students. So we'll be talking more about that series as we lead
into the month of February. But | also wanted to let you know that the
month of February presents a unique opportunity because the Heart to
Heart series, it can be sensitive. It can be uncomfortable for students to talk
about things like love, sex, dating, and relationships. We're going to really
try to specifically target the content to each of the different grades.

February: New Format Experiment

And the way that we're going to do that is by experimenting with a whole
new format for our Wednesday night programming in the month of
February. And what that means is that you're going to be together with just
your grade for a vast majority of the night. So sixth graders are going to be
together with each other in one of the main rooms of the VCC. Seventh
graders will be in one area together. And eighth graders will be one area
together. And the three large gathering areas will be the cafe, the gym, and
then the brand new bridges room. So we'll have one grade in each of those
three rooms. And in that room, you will do game, announcements,
teaching, and small group just with that grade group. And then we will all
gather together in the cafe for worship at the end of the night. It'll make our
bigger ministry feel kind of smaller. And like | said, it will allow us to target
the teaching content more specifically to each grade. So we'll talk more
about that new format, but wanted to put that on your radar as something
new that we're going to experiment with in the month of February.

Leader Tip
For this week's leader tip, | want to challenge you. When you are talking to
a middle school student on a Wednesday night, do whatever you can to



make that student feel like they are the most important person in the room.
And you do that by actually listening through your nonverbals, through your
eye contact, through your body posture, by the questions you ask and the
answers you give. | think all of us are capable of doing that. It just takes a
little intentionality. Whenever you're talking to a middle schooler, make
them feel like they are the most important person in the room. Because
who doesn't want to be treated that way by someone else? Thanks for
serving in middle school. We'll see you this Wednesday night. - Good night.



